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The Feast of St. Patrick 

 

       Today we are celebrating the feast day of St. Patrick, the great Irish saint. Let’s face 

it, on St. Patrick’s Day many people who are without a single drop of Irish blood have 

been known to want to join with those who are genuinely Irish to help them celebrate 

this great feast. 

     St. Patrick, Ireland’s great saint, drove out the serpents from the isle of the green and 

the land of the shamrocks. And it was only then that heaven made its entrance there. 

Today, for the Irish who are dispersed throughout the world, heaven is almost like 

going home to the old sod. That is why on every March 17, nostalgia reigns supreme. 

     I am afraid much of today’s celebration contains a large amount of nostalgia. A lot of 

beautiful memories and longings from the past. And more likely a lot of imaginings of 

things that never were, but we hope they will be some day. 

     The Irish have always had it tough. They know what cold, famine, discrimination, 

occupation, persecution and control by outside governments is really like. The Irish 

have had it all. Still, their deep, strong faith in God is what kept them alive and well. 

And those among the Irish who are still faithful to the spirit of St. Patrick look upon 

God as the answer to all their many present-day troubles. And that is the way it should 

be. 

    If you REALLY want to be Irish today, you have to try to think and live as St. Patrick 

taught us. Christ was number one in heart for St. Patrick and he spent the many of years 

of his life trying to make Christ number one in the hearts of the Irish people. We know 

how well he succeeded! Still, for his success to continue, new commitments to God 

must be made by each person of every generation. 

     So, it is my wish that Ireland will become better. And may the Irish – and all those 

who honor St. Patrick – seek their happiness in the arms of God Himself just as St. 

Patrick did. 

     All Catholics should be aware of the importance of being good examples of Christ. 

But today, the big spotlight is upon the Irish Catholics. The eyes of the world are 

looking their way. 
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     So, may God bless the Irish. Give them peace. And help them live lives in the spirit of 

St. Patrick.  

     If you are Irish, I salute you! If you are not, well, that’s the way the cookie crumbles. 

Still, you all have my prayers and best wishes for a very happy and blessed St. Patrick’s 

Day! 

 


